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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic# 681593

General Contractor

925.631.1055
www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself goes
into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
President, 
Moraga Resident

Giving Dreams an Address    

CalBRE #: 00903367

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

 
Office:  925-254-8585 
Cell:     925-998-7898 

www.clarkthompson.com 
 ct@clarkthompson.com 

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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Students Fight off  El Niño at Stanley Competition
... continued from page A1

This year students coaxed domi-
noes to topple, ran toy cars and 
marbles down ramps and through 
chutes, and used pulleys, levers 
and zip lines to complete the seem-
ingly endless task of opening an 
umbrella. Rain gear was abundant, 
and the presentations were imagina-
tive. One group prefaced their turn 
with a skit involving a three-way 
conversation between a drought-
challenged farmer, the weather for-
caster and Mother Nature. Another 
literally turned the finale on its head 
by filling their umbrella with mar-
bles and opening it upside down. 
 It was a young group this year, 
comprised largely of sixth-grade 
presenters, said science teacher and 
organizer Michael Meneghetti.
 Meneghetti says Stanley is the 
only middle school in Northern Cal-
ifornia to offer the Rube Goldberg 
event, which is a scaled-back ver-
sion of the Purdue University chal-
lenge originating in 1949. While the 
college-level challenge encourages 
entrants to use as many steps as 
possible, for size and time reasons 
the Stanley version was limited to 
a 12-step process. Overall layout 
dimensions were a maximum 130 
by 75 by 100 centimeters (this is a 
science project, after all). 
 Meneghetti  standardized  just 

one item in each project – the um-
brella. 
 “We didn’t want full sized um-
brellas,” he said, nor did he want 
anyone to opt for those tiny cocktail 
umbrellas, so each team used the 
same 10-inch paper umbrella. 
 Stanley students “put 40 to 
50 hours into their ‘babies,’” 
Meneghetti said. Still, the setups 
are fragile and he said that 80 to 90 
percent of the machinery misfires 
the first time. That is why each team 
runs its invention twice. The groups 
were judged by a panel of four — 
a parent, a high school student,   a 
school board member and Lafayette 
resident, each looking smart and 
official decked out in lab coats and 
carrying clipboards. 

 “I just love coming back [to 
judge],” said Teresa Gerringer, 
whose college student is a science 
major. 
 “I’m delighted to be in a com-
munity where I can volunteer in so 
many events where kids explore 
science and the arts,” said another 
judge, Dave Briccetti. “I’m very 
impressed with the science program 
and teachers at Stanley.” 
 Entrants were allowed five min-
utes to set up their machine and five 
minutes to prep for a re-run. Some 
performed better than others. Jack 
Matson’s “ran flawlessly” in his sci-
ence class earlier that day, but not 
so well at the competition. When 
asked what went wrong with his 
team’s initial run, participant Jack 
answered succinctly: “everything.” 
 In the end, it was “all about the 
opportunity,” Meneghetti said, add-
ing this was “an impressive year.” 
And because most entrants were 
sixth graders, they’ll have another 
chance to out-Rube Rube Goldberg 
in 2018. 
 Learn more about Rube Gold-
berg and the namesake nonprofit 
“dedicated to keeping laughter and 
invention alive” by visiting www.
rubegoldberg.com. 
 “The Art of Rube Goldberg” by 
Jennifer George is also available.

2016 Stanley Middle School Rube Goldberg awards:
Outstanding Machine Awards:
 Group 5
 Paige Towery, Lucas Ross, Marco Stassi  
 Group 7
 Kai De La Cruz, Ian McBride
 Group 10
 Eilidh Kilpatrick, Malena Vermut-Young
 Judges Choice:
 Group 12
 Lauren Stadt, Lynn Wolfe, Sophia Browne

In spite of rain cloud headgear, Audrey Davis (left) and Kristi Conner have a 
sunny outlook for their Rube Goldberg project         Photo Cathy Dausman

Hillside and Ridgeline ... continued from page A4
 The council and consultant had 
difficulty finding quantifiable stan-
dards, such as a certain percentage 
of the hillside that could be fixed to 
protect the character of Moraga. The 
consultant said he would work on 
language to create a visual separa-
tion between new development and 
ridgelines.
 The council members did agree 
with the recommendations by Noble 
and the steering committee to create 
a single consistent MOSO map in-
corporating property lines and exist-
ing developments; include the total-
ity of Indian Ridge in the MOSO 
ridge line map; define the term “de-
velopment” as displacement of ma-
terial, grading, change in density, or 
construction of a structure; and de-
sign a new high-risk map using the 
latest information and technology.
 Council members Onoda and 
Roger Wykle voiced concerns that 
removing the requirement for a hill-
side development permit could cre-

ate a loophole. They asked the con-
sultant to check what would happen 
for developments on a slope greater 
than 20 percent, with more than 50 
yards of soil removal. 
 Current text says that no devel-
opment on MOSO land is allowed 
on slopes greater than 20 percent. 
It was decided that the area used to 
calculate the average slope includes 
the home and its landscaped area, 
called the building envelope, and 
that average slopes must be below 
20 percent. 
 Some argued that if a developer 
remediates the high-risk nature of 
his land, then the density should be 
increased, noting that since remedi-
ation can be a benefit to the commu-
nity and is very costly, some com-
pensation should be included. The 
majority of the council disagreed, 
stating that when high-risk areas 
are fully remediated, the density 
allowed at that location should not 
change. 

 There was also a discussion to 
decide whether or not the term “dom-
inating the landscape” should be 
added to a definition of a non-MOSO 
ridgeline. The consultant suggested 
he return with different maps accord-
ing to different definitions, so the 
council could make a decision.
 The last topic discussed had 
less to do with hillsides and ridge-
lines, and more to do with the size 
of homes built along the town’s 
scenic corridors.  The majority de-
cision was to cap these highly vis-
ible home sizes in Moraga to 5,500 
square feet, with a sliding scale for 
property between 20,000 square feet 
and 1 acre.
 Drafting and agreeing on the re-
vised texts should continue through 
the end of the year.  There will be 
additional opportunities for public 
input during that time.  For more 
information about the hillside and 
ridgeline project, visit www.mora-
ga.ca.us/hillsides.

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com
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FREE Consultations
FREE Hearing Screenings
and now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations
• Lifting
• Leveling
• Stabilizing

• Full Bar with Specialty Cocktails
• Thin-Crust Neapolitan Pizzas

• New Entrée Specials
• Homemade Pasta, Soup, Salad and Dessert!

Delivery to Orinda
Nightly 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm (Catering available!)

www.piccolo-napoli.com
Lunch Wed-Sun 11:30

Dinner Nightly ‘til 9:00 pm, Fri-Sat ‘til 10:00 pm
2 Theatre Square, Orinda, (925) 253-1225

WINNER
Orinda Chamber of

Commerce

New Business 
of the Year!

Best Heirlooms on Sale ... continued from page A5
Chez Panisse, Cesar, Pizzaiolo, 
Penrose, The Grease Box and 
Kroner’s Burgers. “Our produce 
are also sold in markets, like Star 
Grocery on Claremont Avenue 
in Berkeley and Diablo Foods in 
Lafayette,” she adds. 
 Rajan says that the number of 
delivery points will not grow be-
cause the organization is and will 
remain small. “We deliver about 
300 pounds of tomatoes, about 
200 lbs. of summer squash, cu-

cumbers, eggplants and peppers, 
twice a week,” he says. “Deliv-
eries continue from late June 
through mid-October. The sale 
of fresh produce represents about 
two-thirds of our farm income. 
One-third is from plant sales.” 
 The farm is located at 1290 
Moraga Way, next to the fire 
station in downtown Moraga, 
on a property rented from the 
Bruzzone family. The non-profit 
group is 60-members strong. 

They work on the farm every 
week and share the produce that 
isn’t sold, while some goes to 
charity. 
 Every year the farmers grow 
their plants from seeds in their 
greenhouses and produce enough 
that about 3,000 small plants can 
be sold to the public between 10 
a.m. and 3 p.m. every Saturday 
and Sunday through April 24. 
Each 4-inch pot costs $3.

 C abinet  M odifications

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
We can help with home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, 
shelving, crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels!




